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“The inflammatory microenvironment within
the mammary gland as an active
participant in growth and lactation”

Research Bio

Professor Russ Hovey received a Bachelor’s of Agricultural Science, with
a major in Animal Science and with First Class Honors, from University of
Queensland, Australia in 1992. He then moved to New Zealand where he
undertook his Ph.D. at Massey University while studying at the Ruakura
Research Center in Hamilton, working on the role of the mammary fat pad
during development of the mammary gland. In 1997 he moved to the NIH
in Bethesda, MD to work in the lab of Barbara Vonderhaar in the
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Molecular Endocrinology Section of the National Cancer Institute. There
he worked on the regulation of mammary gland development and breast
cancer by prolactin and steroid hormones.

He then joined the Department of Animal Science at the University of
Vermont where he held a joint appointment in the Department of
Pathology and the Vermont Cancer Center. In 2007 he relocated to the
Department of Animal Science at UC Davis and the UC Davis Cancer
Center, where he teaches the Introductory Animal Science course to over
400 students each year, and a course in Lactation Physiology to over 100
students annually. His research is focused on the hormonal and dietary
regulation of mammary gland growth, lactation and breast cancer.
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