
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Past Recipients of the Richard C. Woodard Diabetes Research Award 
 

2024 

Grace LeBleu, MSc, RDN 
Mentor: Fawaz G. Haj, Ph.D. 

Saivageethi Nuthikattu, Ph.D. 
Mentor: Amparo Villablanca, M.D. 

Madhab Ray, M.D., M.S., M.B.A. 
Mentor: Baback Roshanravan, M.D., M.S.P.H., M.S. 

Rahaf Shishani 
Mentor: Bethany Cummings, D.V.M., Ph.D. 

Nicolle K. Sweeney 
Mentor: William M Ridgway, M.D. 

2023 

Anthony An Khong, M.D. 
Mentor: Javier E. Lopez, M.D. 

Nina Liu, M.D. 
Mentor: Javier Lopez, M.D. 

Jennifer E. Norman Ph.D. 
Mentor: Amparo Villablanca, M.D. 

Saivageethi Nuthikattu, Ph.D. 
Mentor: Amparo Villablanca, M.D. 

Lankai Cathy Xu, M.D. 
Mentor: Valentina Medici, M.D. 
 
 

 



2022 

Phung Thai, Ph.D. 
Mentor: Nipavan Chiamvimonvat, M.D. 

2021 

Tagreed Mazi 
Mentor: Valentina Medici, M.D.  
“Ethnicity-specific Alteration in Plasma and Hepatic Lipidomic Profile May Contribute to High NAFLD 
Rate and Severity in Hispanics, A pilot study.” 
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