
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Past Recipients of the John C. Rutledge Trainee Research Award 
 

2024 Recipients 

Residents 
 
Morgan Casper, M.D. 
Mentor: Uma Srivatsa M.B.B.S., M.A.S., F.H.R.S. 

Tahir Mahmood, M.D. 
Mentor: Michael D. Shapiro, D.O.  

Ayman Teeham Ullah, M.D. 
Mentor: Jonathan Riess, M.D., M.S. 

Clinical Fellows 
 
Madhab Ray, M.D., M.S., M.B.A. 
Mentor: Baback Roshanravan, M.D., M.S.P.H., M.S. 

Aaron Tsumura, M.D. 
Mentor: Joseph Tuscano, M.D. 

Alex Zhornitskiy, M.D. 
Mentor: Eric J. Mao, M.D. 

Postdoctoral Scholars and Graduate Student Awardees 
 
Armin, Ahmadi 
Mentor: Baback Roshanravan, M.D., M.S.P.H., M.S. 

Nicholaus L. DeCuzzi 
Mentor: Amir Zeki, M.D. and John Albeck, Ph.D. 

Yang Zheng, Ph.D. 
Mentor: Nipavan Chiamvimonvat, M.D. 



 
2023 Recipients 

Residents 
 
Anthony Kong, M.D. 
Mentor: Javier Lopez, M.D. 

Sartajdeep Bobby Kahlon, M.D. 
Mentor: Shio Urayama, M.D.  

Clinical Fellows 
 
Ebaa Al-Obeidi, M.D. 
Mentor: David Gandara, M.D. 

Tamer Othman, M.D. 
Mentor: Joseph Tuscano, M.D. 

Postdoctoral Scholars and Graduate Student Awardees 
 
Phung Thai, Ph.D. 
Mentor: Nipavan Chiamvimonvat, M.D. 

Paulo De Alcantara Rocha 
Mentor: Martin Cadeiras, M.D. 

2022 Recipients 

Residents 
 
David Alexander Goodson, M.D. 
Mentor: Ling-Xin Chen, M.D. 

Roshni Khatiwala, M.D. 
Mentors: Dali Fan, M.D. and Uma Srivatsa, M.D. 

Clinical Fellows 
 
Brian Pham, M.D.  
Mentor: Rasmus Hoeg, M.D. 

Cindy Piao, M.D. 
Mentor: Souvik Sarkar, M.D.  



Postdoctoral Scholars and Graduate Student Awardees 
 
Renata Abrahao, M.D. 
Mentor: Theresa Keegan, Ph.D., M.S. 

Danielle Hyun Jung Kim 
Mentor: Judy Van de Water, Ph.D.  

2021 Recipients 

Residents 
 
Andew Chiou, M.D. 
Mentor: Jeffrey Southard, M.D. 

Postdoctoral Scholars and Graduate Student Awardees 
 
Saivageethi Nuthikattu, Ph.D.  
Mentor: Amparo Villablanca, M.D. 

Erick Romero, M.D.  
Mentor: Martin Caderias, M.D. 
 
Alexandra Ramirez- Celis 
Mentor: Judy Van de Water, Ph.D. 
 
Lu Ren 
Mentor: Nipavan Chiamvimonvat, M.D. 
 
2020 Recipients 

Clinical Fellows 
 
Minh-Vu Nguyen M.D., M.Sc. 
Mentor: George Thompson, M.D. 

Janelle Vu Pagashetti, M.D. 
Mentor: Justin Oldham M.D. 

Postdoctoral Scholars and Graduate Student Awardees 
 
Cindy V. Valencia, M.P.H. 
Mentor: Elisa Tong, M.D. 



David Yang 
Mentor: Ching-Hsien Chen Ph.D. 
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