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Checking Phase Encode Direction

• Checking your phase encode direction before 
initiating the scan will prevent additional scan 
times and/or unusable data.

• The phase encode direction must be A>>P or 
P>>A on EPI, Bold, Functional, DTI, ASL, or 
PASL sequences and not R>>L (or L>>R).

• R>>L will result in sever image distortion and will 
degrade data quality.



If you are going to copy a structural scan’s slice locations to your Bold sequence verify that the 
“Copy phase encoding direction” is not checked . Your “Phase enc. dir.” for the Bold 
sequence must be “A>>P” or “P>>A”.



If you copy a structural scan with the “Copy phase encoding direction” checked, the “Phase enc. dir.” will be          
“R>>L” which is incorrect for the Bold sequence. Uncheck the box before clicking “OK” and verify that the 
“Phase enc. dir.” is “A>>P” or “P>>A”. Change it if incorrect by click down arrow. Select “A>>P”. To change 
the “Phase enc. Dir.” to “P>>A” click on “…” next to the down arrow, and type in “180” and press enter. If the 
box is uncheck but the “Phase enc. dir.” is “R>>L” follow the same procedure.


